
Drought Risk

As a function of hazard (the chance of droughts occurring), the exposed assets, and
the vulnerability or coping capacity.

EDORA expands current drought risk assessment methods for:
• specific systems (sectors): agriculture, ecosystems, energy, transport, health,…
• different spatial scales: regional, national, river basin,...
• under current and future climate conditions
• in a flexible methodology that combines data-driven methods with expert

knowledge
• and develop improved drought risk indicators to track drought risk
• and link risks to impacts
Results will be published in an interactive Drought Risk Atlas

European Drought Observatory for Resilience and AdaptationEDORA
As part of the European Commission’s Copernicus Emergency Management Service, 

the JRC closely monitors drought conditions both in Europe and globally through the 
European and Global Drought Observatories

Within EDO, the JRC compiles a series of drought indicators 
based on meteorological measurements, satellite data, and 

hydrological models. EDO also provides a platform to 
visualise, compare, and interpret drought indicators.

EDORA strengthens the EDO (European Drought
Observatory) by enhancing drought impact and
risk assessment over different sectors and
scales.

In close collaboration with DG ENV,
EDORA will provide a full proactive drought
management suite through a review of
drought management plans in the EU and
a cost-benefit analysis of drought
adaptation actions.

EDORA establishes a network of
drought observatories in the EU,
enhancing the resilience
and adaptation to
droughts across
the EU.

Drought Impact

Development and implementation of a Drought Impact Database:
• methods to identify drought impacts: from literature, data & text mining,

expert assessment,…
• from 1980 onwards
• addressing different sectors
• pinpointing impacts in space and time
• attributing impacts to drought events

Development of methods for drought impact analysis.

Drought Management & Adaptation

In-depth review of drought management plans in the EU member states.
• summarising national policies, strategies and plans
• linked to river basin management plans,
• use of indicators for drought management
• use of exemptions under the Water Framework Directive

Cost-benefit analysis of drought adaptation actions:
• overview and cost-benefit analysis of adaptation

actions
• assessment of actions’ impact on viability of activities

and effects on value chain
• Identifying actions that are beneficial in all freshwater-

using sectors
• reduction of vulnerability in specific sectors
• different climate scenarios and timeframes (2030,

2050, 2100)

Network of Drought Observatories in the EU

Establishment of a network of drought observatories in the EU:
• to enhance the capacity of both the EU and the Member States to perform

drought monitoring, early warning, and impact and risk assessment
• support development and enhance the compatibility of the services provided by

drought observatories
• promote knowledge exchange among drought practitioners.

Provide support to member states:
• for the establishment of new drought observatories
• for further development of the existing drought observatories
• establishment of data protocols for enhanced integration of drought

observatories
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