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Goals
 Main purpose: organise content and make it available for 

faceted search and analytics
• E.g. EU funded projects, publications, recommendations, datasets, 

learning materials
• Covering all relevant of DRM

 If we can’t speak the same language, let’s at least have a 
mutual understanding of each others’ terminology by 
establishing links

 For the Union Civil Protection Knowledge Network web 
platform, new project explorer, Risk Data Hub, etc.

 Link with work on EIOS and the World Health Organization 
Hub for Epidemic and Pandemic Intelligence

Approach
 Both top-down (definition of an ontology/conceptual framework) 

and bottom-up (reviewing/merging existing terminology) 
 FAIR vocabularies
 Findable Accessible Interoperable Reusable
 Based on SKOS (Simple Knowledge Organization System) and/or OWL (Web 

Ontology Language)
 Facilitating integration among websites
 Connecting to existing vocabularies (e.g. EU, UN, WHO)
 Allow for future machine learning works (e.g. automatic classification of 

content, pattern discovery)

Using VocBench (EU Publication Office tools)
 https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies/online-tools

Let’s understand each other: 
Towards a shared terminology for DRM

Contacts:
Disaster Risk Management Knowledge Centre
Marzia.SANTINI@ec.europa.eu
Luigi.SPAGNOLO@ec.Europa.eu

Partners
UNDRR (V. Murray and UKHSA 
colleagues), ECHO.B.2, ECHO.B.3, 
WHO (EIOS Core Team), 
CODATA, DRMKC

Expected outputs
• Report
• Online SKOS vocabularies + Ontology (long term)
• Reclassification/redesign of Projects explorer
• Input for Risk Data Hub on Hazards / Exposure classification
• Input for Knowledge Library on UCP KN platform

2017

1 UNDRR terminology 2009
2 UNDRR terminology 2017
3 UNDRR-ISC Hazard Information Profiles
4 Paper "Analyzing changes in disaster terminology over the last decade"
5 UCPM legislation
6 DG ECHO website for UCPM
7 JRC technical report under preparation for RDH/DLD terminology
8 JRC technical report "Recording Disaster Losses"
9 EM-DAT glossary

10 DesInventar database
11 European CBRNE Glossary (EN17173)
12 DRIVER + terminology
13 UNDAC field handbook
14 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment glossary
15 IPCC reports 2014, 2018, 2022
16 DRS terminology
17 Digital Europa Thesaurus
18 Report on resilience from ECHO B.2
19 Public health (EIOS/JRC-ECDC terminology for measures DB/…?)
20 Strategic Crisis Management in the EU, SAPEA Evidence Review Report n. 10

… What else?
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