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Dear readers,
In recent years, extreme events including the COVID-19 pandemic have accounted for thousands of deaths and 
severe economic consequences among EU Member States and significant disruption to human development. 
Numerous research results such as the recent JRC Peseta IV study show that climate change would significantly 
increase the impacts of floods, droughts and wildfires if no mitigation and adaptation measures are taken. The 
report Science for Disaster Risk Management 2020: acting today, protecting tomorrow, drafted by the European 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre in collaboration with more than 300 experts, aims to contribute to bridging 
the gap between scientific and practical knowledge with policy needs and actions, while advancing techniques 
and knowledge on disaster risk.

Disasters can have a wide variety of consequences. For example, in addition to its impact on human life and 
the economy in Europe, COVID-19 has brought a shock to our daily life and the need to ‘socially distance’. The 
authors of the Report aim to support the identification and analysis of the different impacts that emerge after 
a disaster, which in turn sets the scene for the development of effective action to reduce future disaster risks 
by ‘building back better’. Indeed the efforts to mitigate and prevent potential damages and losses should start 
in the recovery phase.

Disaster risk management is a task for all of society. Sectors, institutions and disciplines need to work together 
to produce the evidence needed for the development and implementation of broad disaster risk management 
plans. This Report provides concrete recommendations for four important groups in society that can actively 
reduce disaster risk: policy-makers, practitioners, scientist and citizens, covering both the technical and govern-
ance gaps. The recommendations can support the development of the Knowledge Network, as part the enhanced 
Union Civil Protection Mechanism, trigger new partnerships and research projects and better integrate disaster 
risk for a greener, more digital and more inclusive Europe.

Finally, we would like to thank to the experts that have participated in the Report, from research and civil pro-
tection groups to international organizations and national agencies, among others. In bringing together their 
perspective and knowledge to the Report we can derive a sounder and more comprehensive contribution from 
these diverse areas of expertise. This report is the perfect example of the power and the added value of open 
collaborative processes across sectors, disciplines, borders and geographical scales.

Janez Lenarčič

European Commissioner 
for Crisis Management

Mariya Gabriel

European Commissioner 
for Innovation, Research, 
Culture, Education and Youth


